Host specificity of trichodinid ectoparasites of freshwater fish.
Ciliophorons of the family Trichodinidoe comprise seven genera, all of which are commensolists or parasites - mainly on aquatic hosts such as other ciliophorans, coelenterates, planctonic crustaceans, molluscs, echinoderms, amphibians and fish. Although the first species of this family, Trichodina pediculus, was described from material collected from Hydra, most literature concerns the trichodinids of fish-particularly cultured freshwater fish. These ciliophorans have been implicated in severe disease and mortalities of fish, causing severe economic losses in various parts o f the world. In spite o f the confused taxonomy o f the Trichodinidae, it now appears that they fall into four distinct groups representing a line of specialization towards a more exclusive niche on the host fish. The more opportunistic species, with a broad host range, tend to be larger skin parasites, while the more specialized are smaller and usually only parasitize the gills o f their specific host.